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Process Paper

How did you choose your topic and how does it relate to the annual theme?

I chose this topic because I am interested in philosophical and religious questions, and
this is quite relevant to that. Debate obviously goes hand in hand with this topic because of the
different sides that are debated and backed up. Diplomacy is related because of the court cases
and discussions involving “under God” being added to/taken away from the pledge.

How did you conduct your research?

I did a lot of research online, and on The Library of Congress for articles, news,
magazines, books, etc. Often I would go to one website that would lead me to another through its
citations. I made sure to do the citations for that website before going on to another one.

How did you create your project?

At first, I mainly focused on getting sources and research done, and then I started compiling the
information into topics and sides of the debate. After I did that, I created a timeline of all of the events
that influenced the pledge of allegiance. From then I created a Google Drawing and added all the
information into the virtual exhibit. I then added pictures and newspapers and cited them. For my word
count, I copied and pasted into a separate document all of the words that counted towards the word count.

What is your historical argument/thesis?

On June 14, 1954, After hearing a moving sermon by Reverend George M. Docherty on the lack
of a mention of God in the American pledge, President Eisenhower supported Congress in adding the
words ‘under God’ to the pledge of allegiance, accentuating a crucial part of the American dream:
Religious Freedom. Debate on whether it should still be included is ever-present, and our one nation
under God is becoming less indivisible.

In what ways is your topic significant in history?

My topic is significant in history because “under God” had a lot to do with the war going
on at the time, and influenced many people as it accentuated a major part of America’s founding.
Debate and diplomacy were quite present along the way, and played major roles in the pledge
that we say today.



Annotated List of Works Cited
Primary Sources
“A Prayer by George Washington ... This Prayer Is Used Regularly at ‘the President's Chapel’ of the George
Washington University ... Presented to the Daughters of the American Revolution by the George
Washington University as a Token of Its Appre.” The Library of Congress. The Library of Congress,
www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.20803000/?st=text. Accessed 13 Sept. 2021.

I used this source to understand the historical context of religious culture in America.

“Elk Grove Unified School District v. Newdow.” Oyez, www.oyez.org/cases/2003/02-1624. Accessed 3 Nov.
2021.

I used this source to learn about one of the instances where there were legal challenges to
the pledge.

“Founders Online: John Adams to Thomas Jefferson, 28 June 1813.” Founders Online, University of Virginia
Press, founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-06-02-0208. Accessed 8 Dec. 2021.

I used this source to discover the religious background of the founding fathers of
America.

“Founders Online: Thomas Jefferson to Charles Thomson, 9 January 1816.” Founders Online, University of
Virginia Press, founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-09-02-0216. Accessed 8 Dec. 2021.

I used this source to discover the religious background of the founding fathers of
America.

“Image 1 of The First Prayer in Congress. In Thatcher's Military Journal, under Date of December 1777, Is
Found a Note Containing the Identical ‘First Prayer in Congress," Made by the Rev. J. Duche ... Ocala,
Fla. Banner Steam Print. [n. d.]. | Library of Congress.” Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0140100a/?sp=1. Accessed 8 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the image of the first prayer in congress

“Image 5 of Dwight D. Eisenhower. | Library of Congress.” Library of Congress. The Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/resource/dcmsiabooks.dwightdeisenhowe00dwig/?sp=5. Accessed 9 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the image of Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Keyes, Alan. “Calls an Abomination.” Www.bc.edu,
https://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/centers/boisi/pdf/Symposia/Symposia%202011-2012/Barack%?2
0Obama_CalltoRenewal.pdf. Accessed 7 Jan. 2022.



I used this source as evidence for the side saying that "under God" should remain in the
pledge.

MYERS. PUBLISHED UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS. Procon.org,
https://images.procon.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/4thvirginiapledge.pdf. Accessed 7 Jan. 2022.

I used this source for the timeline of changes and challenges to the pledge.

“Newdow v. U.S. Congress - Opposition.” Www.justice.gov,
www.justice.gov/osg/brief/newdow-v-us-congress-opposition. Accessed 11 Oct. 2021.

I used this source to learn about one of the major legal challenges to the pledge in court.

“One Nation Under God 20 X 30 Signed & Numbered - Litho Print.” McNaughton Fine Art,
jonmcnaughton.com/litho-print-one-nation-under-god-20-x-30-signed-numbered/. Accessed 14 Mar.
2022.

I used this source for the picture of the painting called One Nation Under God. This
relates to my topic because it shows one of the side's opinions regarding this subject.

Scott, Astronaut David R. The Pledge of Allegiance Astronaut David R. Scott Gives a Military.
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/celebrate/pledge.pdf. Accessed 8 Dec. 2021.

I used this source to learn about the history and timeline of the pledge of allegiance.

“Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill To Include the Words ‘Under God’ in the Pledge to the Flag. |
The American Presidency Project.” The American Presidency Project,

www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-president-upon-signing-bill-include-the-words-un
der-god-the-pledge-the-flag. Accessed 27 Sept. 2021.

I used this source to learn about the main event on the timeline of the pledge of
allegiance.

STATES, U. NI TE D., and G. EO RG E. W. BUSH. FOR PUBLICATION UNITED STATES COURT OF
APPEALS FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT MICHAEL A. NEWDOW, Plaintiff-Appellant, procon.org,
https://images.procon.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/newdowvus.pdf. Accessed 7 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to see an example of the challenges and legal issues to "under God" in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

“The Founders As Christians - WallBuilders.” Wallbuilders, Wallbuilders,
https://wallbuilders.com/the-founders-as-christians/#. Accessed 12 Oct. 2021.



I used this source to discover the religious background of the founding fathers of
America.

Secondary Sources
“Abington School District v. Schempp.” Mtsu.edu, mtsu,
www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1/abington-school-district-v-schempp. Accessed 13 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to see an example of the opinions and issues with the religious
mentions in the pledge.

Andrews, Evan. “Who Created the Pledge of Allegiance?” HISTORY, HISTORY, 15 Mar. 2017,
www.history.com/news/who-created-the-pledge-of-allegiance. Accessed 27 Sept. 2021.

I used this source to learn the timeline and history of the pledge of allegiance.

Browning, Christopher R. “A Lesson for Netanyahu From a Real Holocaust Historian.” Foreign Policy,
Foreign Policy, 22 Oct. 2015,
foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/a-lesson-for-netanyahu-from-a-real-holocaust-historian/. Accessed 4
Feb. 2022.

I used this source for the picture of the Nazi salute to compare with the Bellamy salute
and provide context for why we put our hand over our heart.

“Capt. George Thacher Balch, USA (1828 - 1894) - Genealogy.” Geni.com, Geni.com. Geni.com,
https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-George-Balch-USA/6000000011828411850. Accessed 4 Feb.
2022.

I used this source for the image of George Thatcher Balch, the man who first had the idea
for a written pledge.

Crawford, Amy. “How the Pledge of Allegiance Went From PR Gimmick to Patriotic Vow.” Smithsonian
Magazine, Smithsonian Magazine, 24 Aug. 2015,
www.smithsonianmag.com/history/pledge-allegiance-pr-gimmick-patriotic-vow-180956332/.
Accessed 8 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the image of children reciting the pledge with hands over heart.

“Definition of Separation of Church and State | Dictionary.com.” Www.dictionary.com, www.dictionary.com,
www.dictionary.com/. Accessed 6 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to define separation of church and state and evaluate the debate of the
meaning and intent of it.



“Did America Have a Christian Founding? | The Heritage Foundation.” The Heritage Foundation, The
Heritage Foundation, 7 June 2011,
https://www.heritage.org/political-process/report/did-america-have-christian-founding. Accessed 7
Mar. 2022.

I used this source to evaluate whether or not America had a Christian foundation.

Docherty, George M. Already Enslaved 800 Million of the Peoples of the Earth, and Now Menaces the Rest of
the Free World. Lincoln, in His Day, Saw This Country as a Nation That “Was Conceived in Liberty
and Dedicated to the Proposition That All Men Are Created Equal.” And the Question He Asks Is the
Timeless, and Timely, One — “Whether That Nation, or Any Nation so Conceived and So. Christian
Heritage, http://www.christianheritagemins.org/articles/UNDER%20GOD.pdf. Accessed 24 Feb.
2022.

I used this source to understand more about the debate involved in my topic, with the
conflicting sides and opinions.

Dreisbach, Daniel. “How Thomas Jefferson’s ‘Wall of Separation’ Redefined Church-State Law and Policy.”
Chronicles, Charlemagne Institute,
www.chroniclesmagazine.org/how-thomas-jefferson-s-wall-of-separation-redefined-church-state-law-a
nd-policy/. Accessed 11 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the image of "wall of separation between church and state.

Editors, History.com. “The 1950s.” History.com, HISTORY, 17 June 2010,
www.history.com/topics/cold-war/1950s. Accessed 9 Feb. 2022.

I used this source to gain background on what events were going on in the 1950's when
"under God" was added to the pledge of allegiance.

Emberson, Iain A. “Statistics and Forecasts for World Religions: 1800-2025.” Christianity in View,
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, christianityinview.com/religion-statistics.html. Accessed 21
Jan. 2022.

I used this source to understand the religious statistic background of the time when "under
God' was added to the pledge.

“Establishment Clause (Separation of Church and State).” Mstu.edu, mstu,
www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/885/establishment-clause-separation-of-church-and-state.
Accessed 6 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to understand the argument that "under God" should be removed from
the pledge.



“First Prayer of the Continental Congress, 1774 - Plymouth Rock Foundation.” Plymouth Rock Foundation,
https://plymrock.org/first-prayer-of-the-continental-congress-1774/. Accessed 7 Mar. 2022.

I used this source to see examples of the religious influence in the founding of america.

“Flag Day: ‘Under God’ Added to Pledge of Allegiance.” GenealogyBank Blog, 14 June 2016,
blog.genealogybank.com/flag-day-under-god-added-to-pledge-of-allegiance.html. Accessed 8 Mar.
2022.

I used this source for the images of newspaper articles dealing with the topic

Galloway, et al. “Religion and the American Revolution - Religion and the Founding of the American
Republic | Exhibitions (Library of Congress).” The Library Of Congress, 4 June 1998,
www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel03.html. Accessed 3 Nov. 2021.

I used this source to learn about whether or not religion had to do with the founding of
America.

“George MacPherson Docherty.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, Wikimedia Foundation, Inc.,
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_MacPherson_Docherty#/media/File:Georgeandike.jpg. Accessed 3 Feb.
2022.

I used this source for the image of George M. Docherty, the main persuader in adding
"under God to the pledge of allegiance.

Groce, Eric C,, et al. “Under God” and the Pledge of Allegiance: Examining a 1954 Sermon and Its Meaning
Eric C. Groce, Tina Heafner, and Elizabeth Bellows. socialstudies.org,
https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/articles/se_7704185.pdf. Accessed 10 Feb.
2022.

I used this source to learn more about the sermon that George M. Docherty gave.

Hemant, Mehta. “Ten Years Later, a Reflection on Michael Newdow’s Attempt to Remove ‘Under God’ from
the Pledge of Allegiance.” Friendly Atheist, Patheos,
friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2014/06/14/ten-years-later-a-reflection-on-michael-newdows-attempt-to-r
emove-under-god-from-the-pledge-of-allegiance/. Accessed 12 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the picture of Michael Newdow, challenger in the court case for
removing "under God" from the pledge of allegiance.

“Hotels and Other Public Buildings: New York Avenue Presbyterian Church - Mr. Lincoln's White House.”
Ms. Lincolns White House,



http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/washington/hotels-and-other-public-buildings/hotels-public-buil
dings-new-york-avenue-presbyterian-church/. Accessed 8 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the image of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, the church
that George M. Docherty gave his sermon at.

Jefferson, et al. “Religion and the Federal Government, Part 2 - Religion and the Founding of the American
Republic | Exhibitions (Library of Congress).” The Library of Congress, 4 June 1998,
www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel06-2.html. Accessed 7 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to understand the different opinions on this topic.
“John Paul Stevens.” Oyez, www.oyez.org/justices/john_paul_stevens. Accessed 14 Mar. 2022.

I used this source for the picture of Justice Stevens, one of the justices in the court case
Newdow vs. Congress.

Margaritoff, Marco. “This Was The United States' National Salute Until 1942.” All That's Interesting, edited
by Savannah Cox, All That's Interesting, 2 Feb. 2015, allthatsinteresting.com/bellamy-salute.
Accessed 4 Feb. 2022.

I used this source for the picture of the Bellamy salute.

“Minister Reprises 'under God' Sermon.” Old.post-Gazette.com,
old.post-gazette.com/nation/20020819pledge0819p1.asp. Accessed 3 Nov. 2021.

I used this source to learn about the person that influenced "under God" being added to
the pledge.

Newport, Frank. Percentage of Christians in U.S. Drifting Down, but Still High. www.govinfo.gov,
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCOURTS-ca4-15-02597/pdf/USCOURTS-ca4-15-02597-3.p
df. Accessed 21 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to learn the difference between Christianity statistics in the 1950's vs.
now.

“One Nation under God, Leave It in or Take It out? - DebateWise.” Debatewise.com,
https://debatewise.org/2348-one-nation-under-god-leave-it-in-or-take-it-out/. Accessed 14 Dec. 2021.

I used this source to gather information about the opinions in this debate.



Pledge of Allegiance. www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1137/pledge-of-allegiance. Accessed 14 Dec.
2021.

I used this source to learn about the background of the pledge of allegiance.

Religion and the Founding of the United States » Thomas Jefferson & Religious Freedom.
people.smu.edu/religionandfoundingusa/thomas-jeffersons-danbury-letter/thomas-jefferson-religious-f
reedom/. Accessed 14 Dec. 2021.

I used this source to establish a background for the reasons for religious freedom in
religion.

“Remove ‘Under God’ from the Pledge of Allegiance - Secular Coalition for America.” Secular.org,
https://secular.org/2015/11/remove-under-god-from-the-pledge-of-allegiance/. Accessed 14 Dec. 2021.

I used this source to understand one of the opinions on this argument.

“Rev. George M. Docherty, 97, Boosted 'under God' in Pledge.” Https://Www.inquirer.com, The Philadelphia
Inquirer, 30 Nov. 2008,
www.inquirer.com/philly/obituaries/20081130_Rev__George_M__Docherty__97__boosted__under_G
od__in_Pledge.html. Accessed 3 Nov. 2021.

I used this source to learn about the person that influenced "under God" being added to
the pledge.

“Separation of Church and State | Wex | US Law | LII / Legal Information Institute.” Www.law.cornell.edu,
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/separation_of_church_and_state. Accessed 6 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to analyze the debate of this topic and learn the 'why' behind some of
the arguments.

Siegel, Rachel. “The Gripping Sermon That Got ‘under God’ Added to the Pledge of Allegiance on Flag
Day.” Washington Post, The Washington Post, 14 June 2018,
www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/06/14/the-gripping-sermon-that-got-under-god-ad
ded-to-the-pledge-of-allegiance-on-flag-day/. Accessed 27 Sept. 2021.

I used this source to learn about the history of the pledge and the event that it hinged on.

“The First Amendment Says Nothing about ‘Separation of Church and State’ or a ‘“Wall of Separation between
Church and State.” Where Did This Idea Come from? Is It Really Part of the Law? | Freedom Forum
Institute.” Freedom Forum Institute,
www.freedomforuminstitute.org/about/fag/the-first-amendment-says-nothing-about-separation-of-chur



ch-and-state-or-a-wall-of-separation-between-church-and-state-where-did-this-idea-come-from-is-it-re
ally/. Accessed 6 Jan. 2022.

I used this source to learn about the reasoning behind the claim that we should remove
"under God"

“The Founding Fathers' Religious Wisdom - Center for American Progress.” Center for American Progress,
Center for American Progress, www.americanprogress.org/. Accessed 3 Nov. 2021.

I used this source to learn if the founding fathers were religious.

“Under God and Anti-Communist: How the Pledge of Allegiance Got Religion in Cold War America | Canipe,
L. | Download.” Zh.booksc.eu, zh.booksc.eu/book/51391549/57f23e. Accessed 24 Feb. 2022.

I used this source to understand the topic in it's historical context

“Undergod.pdf.” Constitution Center, https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/undergod.pdf. Accessed 27
Sept. 2021.

I used this source to gather more info on the standings of the separate sides in this debate.

“Undergod.pdf.” National Constitution Center. National Constitution Center,
https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/undergod.pdf. Accessed 14 Mar. 2022.

I used this source to discover the reasons behind the opinions in this debate.

“Was George Washington a Christian? - WallBuilders.” Wallbuilders Library, Wallbuilders Library,
https://wallbuilders.com/george-washington-christian/. Accessed 12 Oct. 2021.

I used this source to learn about the religious background in the founding of America.

“Why ‘Under God’ Must Remain in the Pledge of Allegiance — Gateways To Better Education.” Gateways
To Better Education, Gateways To Better Education, 31 Jan. 2018, gogateways.org/. Accessed 11 Oct.
2021.

I used this source to learn about one side of the debate on whether "under God" should
remain in the pledge.



America’s

It is important to explore the founding of our country and the religious
background associated with it. With Christianity as the largest religion
worldwide as well as in America, it is no surprise it is mentioned in a lot of
our documents and official declarations, including the Pledge of Allegiance.
For example, a great many of our founding fathers were Christian, and this
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shows in the language of their speeches and writings.

Some believe that “Many of the
founding fathers—Washington,
Jefterson, Franklin, Madison and
Monroe—practiced a faith called
Deism. Deism is a philosophical belief
in human reason as a reliable means of
solving social and political problems.”
However, this statement being possible,
some of these same founding fathers
and other historians have written
statements that contradict this notion,
like these statements by Thomas
Jefferson and historian Jared Sparks.
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Washington, George. A prayer by George Washington ... This prayer is used regularly at "the
President's chapel" of the George Washington University ... Presented to the Daughters of the

American revolution by the George Washington University as a token of its appre. Washington, 1919.

Pdf. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.20803000/>

“To say that he [George Washington] was not a Christian would be to
impeach his sincerity and honesty. Of all men in the world, Washington
was certainly the last whom any one would charge with dissimulalion or
indirectness [hypocrisies and evasiveness/; and if he was so scrupulous in
avoiding even a shadow of these faults in every known act of his life,
[regardless of | however unimportant, is it likely, is it credible, that in a
matter of the highest and most sertous importance [his religious faith, that/
he should practice through a long series of years a deliberate deception upon
his friends and the public? It is neither credible nor possible.”

-Jared Sparks, Author of The Dictionary of American Biography

“I am a real Christian, that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus.”
Thomas Jefferson to Charles Thomson, 9 January 1816

FirsFirst prayer of the continental Congress, 2018, Plymouth Rock Foundation

“In short, while America did not have a Christian Founding in the sense of
creating a theocracy, its Founding was deeply shaped by Christian moral
truths. More important, it created a reqgime that was hospitable to

Christians, but also to practitioners of other religions.”
-Mark David Hall

Herbert Hoover Distinguished Professor of Political Science

The History of the Pledge of

Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance is one of the documents that has a mention of God in it, but it wasn't always like the way

it is now. It has gone through a lot of changes and revisions to get to the one that we say every day at school.

G881

In 18835, civil war veteran Captain George Thatcher Balch had the
first 1dea of a verbal pledge. He devised this one, “We give our
heads and our hearts to God and our country; one country, one
language, one flag.”( history)

Capt. George Thatcher Balch, 2018, Geni.com

In 1892 Francis Bellamy wrote a pledge to use 1n patriotic
celebrations, “I pledge allegiance to my flag and the

republic for which it stands, one nation indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.” This was recited along with the
Bellamy salute.(history)

U.S. until 1942’s Flag Code was adopted, 2015,

The Bellamy Salute, the national salute of the
allthatsinteresting.com

QUITOWIL],

From 1922-1923 National Flag
Conference added “the flag of the
United States of America”

1933-1945: rise of fascism in Germany, thus the Bellamy

salute was changed to hand over heart when congress
officially adopted Bellamy’s pledge in 1942, due to too
much resemblance to a nazi salute.

Chicago School Kids Pledge Allegiance in 1963, 2015, Smithsonian

Magazine

V461

In 1954, President Eisenhower added the words “under God”
to the previous pledge of allegiance. He was inspired by
Reverend George M. Docherty.

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1995, Library of Congress

The pledge now reads, “I Pledge Allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, And to the republic for

which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio), 27 June 1954, page 25, Genealogybank

Religious Freedom In
America:

Under God, Under
Debate

On June 14, 1954, After hearing a moving sermon by Reverend George M.

Docherty on the lack of a mention of God in the American pledge, President

Eisenhower supported Congress 1n adding the words ‘under God’ to the pledge of

allegiance, accentuating a crucial part of the American dream: Religious Freedom.

Debate on whether it should still be included 1s ever-present, and our one nation

under God 1s becoming less indivisible.

“What, therefore, is missing in the pledge of allegiance that Americans have been saying off and on

since 1892, and officially since 1942? The one fundamental concept that completely and ultimately

separates Communist Russia from the democratic institutions of this country. This was seen clearly by

Lincoln. Under God this people shall know a new birth of freedom, and “under God” are the definitive

words.”

-Rev. George M. Docherty

The Sermon That Inspired

George MacPherson Docherty was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and became a Presbyterian reverend after moving to the U.S
in 1950. He was surprised to learn that the newly adopted pledge had no mention of religion or God 1n it. He then went on to
become a leader 1n the movement to add “under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance, and his sermon was the one that inspired

Eisenhower to do just that.

“George MacPherson Docherty.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George MacPherson Docherty#/media/File:Georgeandike.jpg.

Accessed 3 Feb. 2022.

——

Washinglon, June 14 (®»—Presi-
dent Eisenhower signed today a
bill inserting the words ''Under
God’ into the pledge of allegiance
to the flag, and said in a statement
this will strengthen the ‘‘spiritual
weapons which forever will be our
country's most powerful resource,”

A short time later, American Le-
gion officials raised a new [lag on
the Capitol steps to mark Flag
‘Day, and joined in the first of-
' ficial recitation of the revised
pledge.

'\ The flag raised to the top of the

'was presented by the Legion. Rep.

led the group in 1teciting the
pledge.
As he signed the hill, Eisen-
hower issued this statement:
“From this day forward the mil-
'lions of our school children will
ydaily procliaim in city and town,

Words, ‘Under God,’ Insertedi
In Pledge of Allegiance]

pvery village .and_ rural  school
house, the dedication of our na-|

fion and our peopie to the

mighty. Ta anyone who truly loves
America, nothing could be more in-
spiring than (o contemplate this!
redecicalion of our youth, on each |
school morning, i{o our couniry's

frue meaning.

“Especially is this mecaning{ul as
we regard today’s world, Over the
globe, mankind has been cruelly
torn by violence and brutality and,
by the millions, deadened in the
| mind and soul by a materialistic
pole in front of the Capitol dome, |philosophy of life, Man everywhere
tis appalled by the prospect of
Rabaut (D-Mich), sponsor of thejatomic war.
bill, and Sen. Ferguson (R-Mich.),!

“In this way we are reaflf
ing the transcendence of relig
faith in America's herifage
future; in this way we shall
stantly strengthen those spir
weapons which forever will be
countiy’'s most powerful reso
in peace or in war.”

Springfield Union (Springfield, Massachusetts), 15 June 1954, page 16, Geneologybank

“The pledge of allegiance seems to me to omit

this theological implication

that is fundamental

to the American way of life. It should be

“One nation, indivisible, under God.” Once

“under God,” then we can define what we mean

by “liberty and justice for all.” To omit the

words “under God”

in the pledge of allegiance is to omit the

definitive

character of the American way of life.

From Reverend George M.

Docherty’s sermon

“UNDER GOD”

Undas God

President Eisenhower has sign. b
revise the Pledge of Allegiance SO it now Wil

read “I pledge allegiance 10 :
United States of America and to the republic

for which it stands, one ~ation under God, in-

divisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

We like the comment of the womz}n who
caid: “T'm glad it’s done. I've been saying the

pledge that way, mentally, for years.”

o —

the flag of ithe

Al |

The Rev. George M. Docherty, New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church, 2018, The Washington Post

‘Under God’

If, az some historians say, the United
States of America really began when John
Hancock as president of the Continental
Congress affixed his signature to the
Declaration of Independence July 4, 1776,
then the resolution passed by the current
Congress becomes more significant, That
resolution added the words, “under God,”
to the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

It was plain in the Continental Con-
gress that this nation was to be predicated
on a divine basis. The *“unalienable
rights” are endowed by the Creator, Th WHAT IS HAPPENING?
separation from England was declare! Editor, The Times:
in the name of “Nature's God Lor
Bryce recognized the divinity of our gov trodauce legislation to grant to
ernment as one of its distinctlve feature! Billy Graham, evangelist, a sub-

Probably there was good causs fo sidy to finance the spreading of
what Congress has just done. Advecate throughout the world.
of world government have raised a storr

of protest in this country from those wh ine upkeep of Billy Graham and
fear our form of government mlght los his troupe—will receive unchal-

jts distinctive features, as well as i lenged passage, there is little
identity. Belief in a squm. Be!nz J| withh which the Senate adoptled

one of those features.

'mmunism boasts that it moznlu words “under God” in our oath
ipreme authority but the state. Th! that every man, woman and
ry was conceilved on a differer child, regardless of personal con-

ed a bill to

Genealogybank

n 1t at all.”
-Docherty

Dallas Morning News (Dallas, Texas), 20 June 1954, section IV, page 2,

“I came from Scotland,
where we said ‘God save
our gracious queen,” ‘God

save our gracious king,’

Here was the pledge of

allegiance, and God wasn’t

"This 1s the 1ssue we face today: A
freedom that respects the rights of
the minorities, but 1s defined by a
fundamental belief 1n God. A way
of life that sees man, not as the
ultimate outcome of a mysterious
concatenation of evolutionary
process, but a sentient being
created by God and seeking to
know His will, and “Whose soul 1s

restless till he rest in God.”
George M. Docherty, “UNDER
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he steps of the 1. 5. cAniial,
Prosident Lisenhower sionoed
iNe IeZISialion auinorzinge in-
sertion ol the wortds “under
Ciod"” and authors ol the law
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baut, Democratl, Michigan,

and Senator FHomer Fergu-
son, Republican, Michigan——

recited it oflicially lor (he
first time 13 minutes later.
The new pledee 1s as fol-
lows: I pledge allegiance to
the llag ol the United States
erica and lo the repub-
which 1t stands: one
under God, indivisible,

liberty and Jjustice for

Oregonian (Portland, Oregon), 15 June 1954, page 6, Genealogybank

Hotels and Other Public Buildings: New York
Avenue Presbyterian Church, Mrs Lincolns

White Housek

NE of our women lawmakers
is reported planning to In-

his particular type of persuasion

That such a bill —requiring
every taxpayer to contribute to

doubt, considering the speed

the resolution to insert the

of allegiance, which requires

viction, shall say the words “un.
der God” when pledging allegi-
ance to our flag and country.
What has happened to the
constitutional guarantee secpara-
ting church and state? Were our
founding fathers jesting when
they stipulated that “Congress
shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion"?
L.ate developmenis would
malke it appear that separation
of church and state, once a
fundamental principle in the
American theory of government,
is now a thing of the past.
—J. I. McKAY,
Bremerton,

Seattle Daily Times (Seattle, Washington), 21 July 1954, page 8, Genealogybank

Recent Diplomacy

There have been a number of court cases in recent and not so recent years challenging “under God”. Many of these were
concerns about it being recited in schools while including these words. Some of them were dealing with the possibility that
these words violated the establishment cause, “a wall of separation between church and state”
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Solicitor General
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How Thomas Jefferson’s “Wall of Separation” Redefined
Church-State Law and Policy,2003, Chronicles

Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

(202) 514-2217"

James Ingwersen, Collection of the Supreme Court of
the United States (1991), Oyez.org

More fundamentally, the discomfort of some pr ogressives with any hint of religion has often
prevented us from effectively addressing issues in moral terms. Some of the problem here is
rhetorical — if we scrub language of all religious content, we forfeit the imagery and
terminology through which millions of Americans understand both their personal morality and
social justice. Imagine Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address without reference to “the

judgments of the Lord, or King’s I Have a Dream speech without reference to “all of God’s

children. Their summoning of a higher truth helped inspire what had seemed impossible and

move the nation to embrace a common destiny.”
- Barack Obama, Call To Renewal

“The Establishment Clause of the First Amendment says the

Thomas Jefferson created the
most famous use of the
metaphor "separation of
church and state" in a letter
where he mentioned a "wall
of separation.'
White House Historical
Association, painted by
Rembrandt Peale in 1800,
public domain),2009,the
First Mendment

ENcyclopedia

"(Image via

“QUESTIONS PRESENTED “Newdow does not allege

1. Whether the inclusion of the phrase that his daughter's teacher
"under God" in the Pledge of

Allegiance to the United States Flag
violates the Establishment Clause of

the First Amendment.

or school district requires
his daughter to participate
in reciting the Pledge.

3 Rather, he claims that his

daughter is injured when

2. Whether there 1s a waiver of
sovereign and Speech or Debate
immunities inherent in the

Establishment Clause. she is compelled to "watch

3. Whether a noncustodial parent has and listen as her state-

Article III standing to challenge the
Pledge of Allegiance on

employed teacher in her

state-run school leads her

Establishment Clause grounds. : :
classmates in a ritual

In the Supreme Court of the United

) proclaiming that there is a
States

God, and that our's [sic]
is ‘one nation under God,” ”

Hemant, Mehta. “Ten Years Later, a Reflection on Michael
Newdow’s Attempt to Remove ‘Under God’ from the
Pledge of Allegiance.” Friendly Atheist, Patheos,
friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2014/06/14/ten-years-later-a-
reflection-on-michael-newdows-attempt-to-remove-under-
god-from-the-pledge-of-allegiance/. Accessed 12 Mar.
2022.

“In March 2000, petitioner filed suit against the
United States Congress, the President, the United
States of America, the State of California, and two
California school districts and their
superintendents, seeking a declaration that the
1954 statute adding the words "under God" to the
Pledge is "facially unconstitutional” under the
Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the
First Amendment.”

"When hard questions of
domestic relations are
sure to affect the

outcome, the prudent
course is for the federal
court to stay its hand
rather than reach out to
resolve a weighty question
of federal constitutional
law,"-Justice Stevens

THE COURT RULED T
DONT HAVE LEGAL
STANDING T0 QU= ON

11I0INS ‘4007 ‘MOPMIN A IOLISIP [00YDS payrun 94013 Y[H Jo Ado)D

“Thomas Jefferson and our other
Founding Fathers understood that
the government does not give us
our freedom. Our freedom comes
from God, and the government was
established to protect that
God-given freedom. That was their
justification for the American
Revolution as stated in the
Declaration of Independence.
Jefferson wrote:

"We hold these truths to be
self-evident: that all men are
created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness; that to
secure these rights, governments
are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent
of the governed; that whenever any
form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the
right of the people to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new
government laying its foundation
on such principles..." (emphasis

added)

government must remain neutral in religious matters. Keeping

“under God”in the Pledge means that the government endorses
religion as desirable.*“Under God”endorses a particular religious
belief—the Judeo-Christian concept of a single deity, “God.” Yet
other faiths have different views about a deity or deities, and
other people do not believe in a deity at all. You should be able to
pledge your loyalty to the flag and to the country without having

to express a religious belief.”
-National Constitution Center

Church and State, 2015, the imaginative conservative

These words have influenced many debates, and people,
through diplomacy, have reached the conclusion that they help

describe an important way of life for the majority of American
citizens. This may not stay this way forever, and that's up to us.

No king or emperor, no president
or congress, no court or crowd
gives us our rights. They come
from God himself and are
unalienable. And the Founders
built America's ‘foundation on
such principles.’ “

—Eric Buehrer January 31, 2018
Teachers

ONe nation nder god, Danny
Hahlbohm,
fineartamerica.com

“Separation of Church and State is a phrase that refers
to the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.
The phrase dates back to the early days of U.S. history,
and Thomas Jefferson referred to the First Amendment
as creating a ““start of Light Yellow comment
annotation. wall of separationend of Light Yellow
comment annotation.” between church and state as the
third president of the U.S. The term is also often
employed in court cases. For example, U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Hugo Black famously stated in Everson
v. Board of Education that “[t]he First Amendment has
erected a wall between church and state,” and that
“[t]hat wall must be kept high and impregnable.”

-Cornell Law School

“Be the change you wish to see in the

world.”
-Mahatma Gandhi
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